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Dear Parents, 
 
The first half of the Spring Term is drawing to a close - only 6 weeks but very busy and eventful none 
the less. 

 

THE SCHOOL PRODUCTION ïóHAIRSPRAYô ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was a magnificent success! Head of Drama Mr Gavin Kensit, masterminded this excellent show 
and coordinated a very hardworking and enthusiastic team of pupils and staff.  The show ran for three 
sell-out nights and even the dress rehearsal had a large audience from Slade Green Juniors, 
Northumberland Heath and Pearswood Primaries.  
 
 
 

news letter  



 

Congratulations and sincere thanks to: 
 
PUPILS 
THE CAST AND PRODUCTION TEAM 
 

Katie Herridge   
 

Hannah Russell 
 Laura Cornell  Emily Gray,  

Jack Pinney 
 

Patience Adu-Poku  Megan Jones  Danielle Leigh,  

Joey Burke 
 

Kadijat Salahou  Stephanie Lartey  Shani Lewis,  

Emily Ransom 
 

Goodness Ogunlola  Chelsea Kinsambwe  Sarah Lang 

Sophie Rock 
 

Abiola Azeez  Charlie Hughes  Jonathon Wing 

Georgia Lowe 
 Abbie Clark  Danielle Smith  Ian Falconer 

Marcus Phillpott 
 Alice Dadds  Charlie Hughes  Hannah Wilkinson 

Dwayne Burrell 
 Millie Adams  Chelsea Kinsambwe  Gary Nightingale  

Goodness Ogunlola 
 Jodie Abrahms  Stephanie Lartey  Gavin Patmore 

Belinda Matande 
 Amy Colegate  Kuzivakwashe Karembera  Scott, Godfrey, 

Sean Pugh 
 Charlotte Cheriton  Oyindamola Olagunju   Charlotte Vowles,  

Sydney Craven 
 Jodie Holt  Laura Debenham  Sarah Kearsey,  

Jake Letchford-Swann 
 Ali Lewis  Sammi Drain  Teresa Kearney, 

Robyn Golding 
 Rebecca Fagan  Eve Edwards  Pele Hearne, 

Joe Honeywood 
 Chloe Pheasant  Lauren Roe  Natasha Kissane, 

Rosie Beeching 
 Ellie Dallanegra  Sharonpreet Sadhra  Daisy Mann,  

Renaldo Haye 
 Georgia Chilman  Maria Rumbol  Amanda Gardner,  

Kane Chambers 
 Sophie Kent  Scott Saward  Ritesh Mistag,  

Victoria Akintomide 
 Chloe Harris  Alice Brown   Glenn Capelli, 

Sarah Bamidele 
 Sophia Amorighoye  Joshua Curell   May Thornton,  

Joe Oduyemi 
 Ellen Hatch  John Ellmer   Megan Hills,  

Danielle Smith 
 Leia Brasnell  Jennifer Diamond  Teddy Proto,  

Grace Jackson 
 Romy Heather  Alicia Dickson  Hannah Brierley,  

Joe Honeywood 
 Charlotte Brooks  Katie Bartholemew,  Alice Mayes 

David Todd 
 Mollie Brown  Rheia Greene,   Demi-Marie Dewberry 

Nancy Wing 
 Megan Lewis  Emily Groves,   Sam Purl 

Jake Letchford-Swann 
 Stella Kajombo  Lois Pampling,   Rebecca Baker 

Jessica Carey 
 Lydia Gorringe  Grace Cogley,   

Daniel Burton 
 Natalie Akhalu-Balogun  Chloe Leigh,   

 
 
STAFF 
 
Mr Kensit  Miss Moran  Mrs Davenport 
Miss Heath  Miss Setchell  Mr Medlen 
Mr Wilkinson  Mrs Fletcher  Mr Young 
Mrs David  Mrs London  Mr Waite 
Mrs Osman  Mr Cook  Mr Featherstone 
Miss Miller  Mr Harrison  Mr Lawson 
Miss Cutler  Mr Cotterell  Mr Eves 
Miss Carey     
 
 
And PARENTSé 
 
é. who not only supported the show by buying tickets but also helping with costumes and after show 
refreshments! 



 

ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The snow at the start of term was a disruption I think we could all have done without!  However, I am 
grateful to the majority of pupils and staff who managed to get in.  It is always a difficult time whether 
we remain open or whether we close during adverse weather conditions.  However, our main aim will 
always be to open if it is safe to do so.  This includes having sufficient paths clear to allow movement 
around the site and enough staff in to supervise and teach the pupils. 
 
I hope that you found the messages on our website useful and timely (www.erith.sch.uk ). Did you use 
the óOpenCheckô site set up by the Local Authority showing details for all Bexley schools? Was that 
useful?  If you have any suggestions for improvements in the way that we communicate with you during 
bad weather, please fill in a response form on the website or ask your son or daughter to drop in a note 
addressed to me. 

 
PARENTSô EVENINGS 
 
During this first half of term we have had Parents Consultation meetings for Years 8 and 11 and I hope 
you have found these informative.  It is vital that all pupils know where they are with their learning, what 
their targets are and what they need to do to achieve them.  You can play an important part in helping 
your son or daughter.  If you were unable to attend the Parents Evening, please contact the Head of 
Year to find out what your son or daughter needs to do to make the necessary progress. 
 
Please note that appointments are already being made for the Year 9 Parents Evening on Thursday 
25

th
 February.  Please make sure your child has a card and that you are coming.  This will provide up to 

date information to help make Course Choices for Year 10.  The Options Evening is on Thursday 11
th
 

March at 7pm and you will receive a Course booklet in advance. 
 
Post 16 students have a second Academic Tutoring Day on Wednesday 24

th
 March.  This is very 

important in preparing students for their Summer exams.  All parents are warmly welcomed. 
 
The Year 7 parents Evening is in the Summer term.  (The Year 10 evening was in the Autumn Term). 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE SCHOOL CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE 

WWW.ERITH.KENT.SCH.UK 

 

LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
 
As a school, we have become increasingly concerned about the punctuality of some of our pupils.  The 
situation has deteriorated of late and we are now in a position where a number of pupils from all year 
groups are regularly late for school with no valid reason.  We will continue to monitor the situation and 
take appropriate actions against those pupils who persistently offend. 
 
In addition, after Half Term, we are introducing a new monitoring system which involves producing a list 
of the worst attenders in each year group who will be very closely monitored by Form Tutors, Heads of 
Year and Senior Members of Staff.   
 
As a school, we are not prepared to tolerate this situation and will use all sanctions at our disposal to 
take action against pupils who do not abide by the Schoolôs Code of Conduct.  This could involve 
detentions, parental interviews, referral to the Schoolôs Fast Track Attendance Panel, placement in the 
Behaviour Improvement Programme Centre (BIP) or even exclusion for breach of the Schoolôs Code of 
Conduct. 
 

 
PLEASE SUPPORT THE SCHOOL IN ENSURING THAT YOUR SON/DAUGHTER ARRIVES TO 

SCHOOL ON TIME. 
 

 
 
Parents do have a legal obligation to ensure that pupils arrive at school regularly and on time.  Failure 
to do this could, in the worst cases, leave you as parents open to legal action or prosecution.  
 

http://www.erith.sch.uk/


FINALLY- ARE YOU MISSING OUT? 
 

The number of Erith pupils who are now claiming Free School Meals has dropped to an all time low.  
On the one hand, I hope that this means that family finances have improved, on the other hand, there 
may be some mums and dads who have not realised that they can apply.  
 
If you are in receipt of one of the following support payments you may be eligible for free school 
meals: 
Å Income Support; or, 
Å Income-based Job Seekers Allowance; or, 
Å Child Tax Credit, but not Working Tax Credit, and have an annual income of £15,575 or below from 6  
April 2008, as assessed by Her Majestyôs Revenue and Customs. 
Only an up-to-date Tax Credit award notice will be considered. With regard to Tax Credits, Her 
Majestyôs Revenue and Customs guidelines are used for qualification and definition of household 
income; or, 
Å Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit. 

 
For further information and/or an application form either: 
 -go to the Bexley Website (www.bexley.gov.uk) and enter óFree school mealsô into the keyword box OR 
 -phone Pupil and Student Finance on 020 8836 8274  OR 
 -Email: pupilandstudentfinance@bexley.gov.uk   
 

In addition to saving money on school lunches this could also mean that you could get A 
FREE LAPTOP FOR YOUR FAMILY FROM THE ñHOME ACCESS GRANTò!!!  
Home Access is a government drive to help low-income families have access to a 
computer and/or the internet at home that do not already have one.  Depending on  

  eligibility applicants could be entitled to:  

¶ A Full package (comprising of a computer, one year's internet access, service and 
support)  

¶ A computer with service and support only 

¶ One year's internet access only 
 

To qualify you must be able to answer YES to ALL questions in Section 1  
Section One: 
Are you a parent or guardian responsible for and living with a child who: 

¶ is in school Years 3 to 9?  

¶ attends a state-maintained school in England full time 

¶ has not already had a computer from a Home Access Grant or similar programme, such as 
Computers for Pupils? 

AND be in receipt of at least one of the benefits in Section 2.  
Section Two: 
Å Free school meals for your child 
Å Income based Jobseekerôs Allowance 
Å Income support  
Å Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and an income of less than Ã16,040 
Å Guaranteed Pension Credit (not Savings Credit) 
Å Income-based Employment Support Allowance 
Å Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 

Call the Home Access Grant Helpline on 0333 200 1004 or logon to www.homeaccess.org.uk to get an 
application form if you are eligible. 

 
If you need help in completing the application form, please come along, with the form, to a óHelp 
Sessionô to be held on Thursday 18

th
 March, between 4pm-6pm at Erith School.  Mr Harrison and Mr 

Medlen will be available to assist you.  If you have any other questions please feel free to contact Mr 
Harrison (Assistant Headteacher) on 01322 348 231. 

 
Thank you for all your support this term. 
The second half of the Spring Term starts at 8.30 on Monday 22

nd
 February for all pupils. 

 
 
Mrs Julie Turner 
Headteacher 

mailto:pupilandstudentfinance@bexley.gov.uk


 

                                      
LONDON BOROUGH OF BEXLEY 

 

ERITH SCHOOL  
Avenue Road, Erith, Kent.  DA8 3BN  

Headteacher ï Mrs. J. Turner, BA(Hons), MA  

 
A Specialist School  in Sports, Mathematics, Computing  and Applied Learning  

 

EXTENDED SCHOOLS ACTIVITIES & COURSES  
 

At Erith School, we have a  range of different courses on offer! These 
include  

 

Family Learning Courses :  
Helping your child with English & Mathematics   

Free to all Parents with children in year 7 AND 8. Please contact for times. 
 

Computing Courses  (adults only)  
Basic Computing 
Microsoft Office 

 European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) 
Please contact for prices and times 

 

Parent Empowerment  
Free. Please contact for times.  

 
Also on offer is French  and Spanish  (adults only)  

Please contact for prices and times. Different levels available. 
 

Plus a variety of different courses happening throughout the year, 
organised in conjunction with Adult Education! Also check our website 

www.erith.kent.sch.uk/community/index.php  
 

For more information and booking, please call 
Shaun Medlen, Extended Schools Manager on 01322 348231  

  

SPORTING ACTIVITIES   

We now have Floodlit Astro Pitch Training facilities!  
Please telephone  the Community Sports Centre  for booking.  

 
We have a range of Leisure activities at our Sports Centre including:  

Basketball, Badminton, Circuit class, Pilates, Yoga 
Trampolining and Aerobics 

Our gym is now open to the public. £3 per session, with FREE induction.  
 

For more information or to book an induction please call  
Tara Proctor, Erith School Community Sports Centre on 01322 333545  

 

                                                                                     
                                                                                                                             

 

http://www.erith.kent.sch.uk/community/index.php

